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A 



S the arguments from which the confoquenees of 
an Union to the commerce of this kingdom, are inferred- 
by the writers on the different fides of the quedion,. 
have led to oppofite conclufions, fo have they been very. 
ciiffimilar in. their nature. The reafoning of the advo- 
cate for the meafure, confids entirely of conjecture and 
fpeculation ; while his opponent profeffts to deduce his 
inferences from faefs and the experience of mankind. 
The former forefees, or affects to forefee, that the ne- 
ceflary refult of a Lcgiflativc Incorporation of the two 
countries, will bean oblivion of old jealoufics, a ge- 
nerous participation of every advantage, political and 
commercial, individuality of feeling, and identity of 
intereft. Thus, he reafons,. the bounties of nature to 
this country, will be animated into exertion, and the. 
transfer of capital and ingenuity from Britain, . will give 
fo this part of the future empire,, that wealth, which, 
from its geographical pofition, the excellence of its har- 
bours, the. fertility of its foil,, and the number of its 
inhabitants, itfeems to have been dedincd by nature 
to poflefs. The reafoning of the hitter, is, however, 
conducted in a different maimer. Lie fecms to avoid 
every inference which can only be drawn from, a remote 
contingency ; and rejecting arguments from pombilitics' 
as rafli and fallacious, His enquiries feem to be entirely 
directed by a rctrofpedt. to pad events. Guided in his 
invedigation, by this mode of reafoning,. when he looks 
into the hiftory of thefe Iflandsj and fees, on the one 
hand, the opprefilon, amounting, to ex.tingui{hment,. 
which the commerce of this nation fuffered, white it was 
fubject to the conlroul or influence of England,, and 
when, on the other hand, he beholds the rapid and un- 
exampled progrefs with which it has advanced fince 
its fetters were (truck off, hi is led to infer, that the com- 
mercial profperity of Ireland is intimately connected 
with her Legiflative Independence, and that Britiih do- 
minion or interference, mud be deadly to its exidence. 
This deduction claims to be warranted by experience in 
another refpect. The pecuniary advantage which it is 
conjectured Ireland will obtain by this meafure, is not 
fuchasone nation gains from reciprocal trade with ano- 
ther, becaufe this not only is confident with, but ne- 
ceiTarily implies, mutual benefit. It is an acquifition, 
which prefuppofes proportional iofs to the other parts of 
the empire.. If. the. natural advantages. of Ireland were 



left to the improvement of her own people •, although, 
in this particular, flic could be no gainer by the mea- 
fure, yet Britain could be nolofor; and when to pro- 
mife any benefit to Ireland, it is necefiary to prefume 
the transfer from Britain, of both capital and (kill, the 
argument drawn from experience is again applied, and 
iris urged',- that hidory furnifhes 110 precedent of a com- 
mercial nation voluntarily encouraging the fuperior ca- 
pabditics of a neighbouring commercial people, and 
generoufly giving them its blood, and the fuiews- of its 
■ dreiigth,. to' encreafe their vigour.. 

In confideringthefe two modes of reafoning, candor 
cannot refufe to admit, that in general the inference 
which, on political fubjects,, is fuggefted by fails and 
experience, is that which deferves adoption. The fci- 
ence. of politics, is,, in its nature, rather practical than 
abdract, and as it is bed illuftratcd by experiments, 
it derives its chief fupport from hidory,, which records 
the tranfactions of dates,, and furriiflies examples appo- 
fite to occurring cafes. In this point of view, it mud 
be acknowledged that one plain, unequivocal, and ap- 
plicable fact, in apolitical controverfy, outweighs the 
mod fubtle and refined train of reafoning, which reds- 
merely on fpeculation ;. or- as the fame idea, is expreffed 
in the Cadle Pamphlet, page 28, " An argument from 
experience, in political reafoning; is fuperior to any ar- 
gument in theory." If, therefore, the adverfary ofthe 
meafure of an Union, canfliewby hidorical facts, and 
the tcdiniuny cf political writers, unbiafied in favour 
of Ireland, that it is the character of all commercial 
nations, and of England in particular,' to be tenacious 
even to'illiberality,. perhaps injudice, of their peculiar 
pofleffions;. that the conduct' of England towards Ireland, 
while the former derived from her own comparative 
ftrength, and the vveaknefs of the latter, her only right 
of dominion, was in the greated degree felfifli and un- 
generous ; that the benefits which have been promifed 
to Ireland,. from an Union, cannot reafonably be ex- 
pected, and that the people of England, who have- 
ever thought on the fubject, have, uniformly con- 
fidcred that meafure as conferring an cxclufive, 
or fuperior benefit on their native country ; and if, in 
oppofitipn to thefe facts and tcdimonies, there be no- 
thing relied on,, but ftrppofition and theory, it will not 
be difficult to determine on which fide the argument will 
preponderate.. It-is my intention to produce to each of 
thefe points, one or two facts or authorities, which! am 
pcrfuaded no man can difpute or deny. 

The fird of thefe topics I confiderof importance on- 
ly as one-of the intermediate deps, which connect- the. 
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nfiain nibjcct with what, in my mind, amounts, to its 
demonfhation; and I fhall difmifs it with a fhort, but 
pointed quotation from Montefquieu: " The fpirit'of 
trade products in the mind of man, a certain fenfe of 
exact juftice, oppofite, on the one hand, to robbery, 
and on the other, to thofe moral virtues, which forbid 
cur always adhering rigidly to the rules of private inte- 
reft, and fufFer us to neglect this for the advantage of 
ethers." See. vol. Spir. of Laws, page 2. And in page 
8: " The Englifh are fupremely jealous with refpeet 
to trade, and bind themfelves but little by treaties, &c." 

On the fecond topic, examples may be obtained in 
profufion, and I might content myfelf with alluding to 
the remarkable petition of fome Englifhmen, againflthe 
Irifh, for fifbing on their own Coaft, but I 'fhall give 
■two facts, and oneteftimony, which are not generally 
known. The firft fact I take from Smith's Wealth of 
Nations, vol.r. page 451. where he ftates, that aliho' 
the free importation of the rude produce of the foil, can 
have no ill effect upon the agriculture of a Country, and 
of all fpecies of importation, that of lean cattle muft 
be leaft difadtantageous to the importing country, yet 
fuch was the jealoufy of England towards Ireland, that 
fuch a traffic was permitted but for a fliort time, altho' 
the trade was confidered fo deflructive to Ireland, that it 
there occafioned mcbbifh oppofition. The ftcond fact 
I-take fromPoftlcihwaite's Commercial Kfiays, vol. 1. 
page 44. " The Englfli think it better policy to fuller 
.France tofupplant them in the woollen trade, by means 
of manufacturing irifli wool, than fuflcr the lrilh to ri- 
val them in the woollen manufacture, although fubjects 
of the fame Prince." The teftimonyl take from the 
fame volume, page 196 : " England has hitherto, at her 
own expence, maintained the balance of Europe, and 
it has coft Ireland fcarce any thing; all that we have en- 
deavoured is to ftarve her without expence." 

The next topic i? of fuch a kind, that an applicable fact 
cannot be expected ; but I fliall produce what is of at leaf! 
equal weight, the acknowledgment of a very able Eng- 
lifh writer, on the direct point, in a treatife written on 
the very fubject of an Incorporated Union of the two 
countries. It is to be obferved that the advantages which 
it is imagined Ireland will derive from the meafure, in 
commerce and manufactures, prefuppofe the transfer 
from England of capital and (kill ; of courfe, if thefe which 
are preliminary, cannot reafonably beexpected, it would 
beabfurd to look for the particular confcqucnce. A tract 
•written by Mr. Chalmers, forming a fupplement to De 
Lolme, has two paffages which furnifh evidence both as 
to commerce and manufacture ; as to the former, " the 
Britifh merchant will never embark his capital in what 
3?e confiders as a foreign country, the trade of which 
■will not have fufficient attraction to induce him to re- 
nounce even in part the traffic with which he is well ac- 
quainted, and the profits which he hath long enjoyed. 
But he will be far left difpofed, to make his renuncia- 



tion in favour of a fpecies of traffic which he, proba™ 
bly, confiders as interfering, toadegiee of frrenuous 
rivalfhip, with the proper commerce of his native 
country." As to manufactures, the fame tract ftates-^ 
" that it has been demonftrated, and is a truth gene- 
rally received, that a poor nation can never carry away 
from a rich one thofe manufactures, the cheapnefs of 
which depends chiefly on large capitals." It may be 
obferved, that there is no manufacture, except, per- 
haps, the linen, of which we have poffeflion, in which 
largenefs of capital does not ncceffarily operate to 
cheapen the articles of its produce; and if Mr. Chal- 
mers be a competent judge, it will appear, that the 
hope that Britifh merchants and manufacturers will efla- 
blifh themfelves in Ireland on account of its poverty 
and natural advantages, is fuch as 110 rational man, be 
he ever fofanguine, could entertain. I fliall now corn- 
pleat my propofed plan, by producing a few authorities 
to fhew, that in the meafure of an Union with this 
country, fuch Englifhmen as have written on the fub- 
jecl: have looked on it, not as productive of mutual 
and equal benefit to both nations, but as the means of 
giving to England fuperior, or exclufive advantage. 

The firff. which I fhall produce, rather becaufe he at 
one time feemed to think kindly of Ireland, than for 
his rank, is the Duke of Richmond. In his addrefs to 
the Volunteer Delegates he fays — " I am fenfible. there 
arc great difficulties attending the adjuftment of an 
Union, and that it requires gieat wifdom and temper 
to Ibim it, especially on the part of Ireland, xvhickmujl 
feci that fhc ought to give the preponderance to Great 
Britain." My next authority fliall be Dean Tucker, 
who, in confidering theconfequences to England of an 
Union with Ireland has thefe words:- 1 -" Many of the 
neceffiiries of life would be imported cheaper into Eng- 
land from Ireland than they can now be purchafed, a. 
great advantage this to the merchant and manufacturer • 
and many more of the luxuries, ornaments, and deli- 
cacies of living, would be ex ported from hence into Ire- 
land; likewifc, the inducement of being near the par- 
liament, the court, the public funds, &e. would bring 
many more Irifh families to refide and fpend their for- 
tunes here than now do." My next authority fhall be 
Pofllethwaite, who, in the firft volume of his Effays, 
page 209, has this curious paffage — " Keeping Ireland 
a feparate kingdom hath fupported the Irifh in the pre- 
tence of a right to it ; and whenever they have an op- 
portunity they call their parliament's and make laws, 
but if they Were abolifhed, and the kingdom united, 
with England, we fhould become one people, which we 
can never be, though we are one blood, while we live 
under different laws and governments. I would not 
mean that ail the immunities that England hath in trade 
and manufactures fhould be allowed to Ireland, but 
only encouraged, in fuch a Way as to advance England 
through Ireland." I fhall conclude with an extract as 
remarkable as the- former; it is taken from a treatife 
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written on the fubjectofanUnion of England with Ire- 
land, by Sir Francis Brew tier, in theyeari 702,and quoted 
in the fird vol. of Toft le. page 207.—" h may be ob- 
jected, that if Ireland was united they would have 
equal liberty of trade with England; to which it is an- 
fwered, that doth not follow- they may be better re- 
trained by theUnion than they 'can be|undcr the conftitb- 
tion they have at prefent; for, although England may 
now make laws for them, yet, they in Ireland are 
judges and executioners of them; and how far they will 
enforce laws again/} the intereft of their country isfubmit- 
ted ; but when they are made by their reprefntatives here 
in parliament, and. liable to be quejlioned here if not ob- 
ferved, the cafe will be altered" 

Let not the defign of this paper bemifinterpreted~my 
only objed is to undeceive the credulity of fuch of my 
countrymen, if fuch there be, who flili imagine that 
the minifterial meafure of an Union, the avowed and 
only object of which is finance, can effectually operate 
to blend the afFcdions, and identify the interefls of the 
two countries. If there be yet men who believe in the 
idle romance which reprcfents the treafure of Britain 
circulating through this limb of the confolidating em- 
pire, and who cheridi the vain hope of enticing from 
England its capital and manufactures ; fince fuch men 
clofe their minds againft the evidence of hiftory and hu- 
man nature, let them look - to Scotland, thriving not 
from the introduction of Englifh money or (kill, but 
from (he efforts of its own induftry ; and if they dill 
dream of the transfer of the means "of profberity from 
England, let them, if they ' have underdandings, be 
convinced by the teflimony of Englishmen themfelvcs, 
who fcek for an incorporated Union as the bed method 
of making Ireland inftrumental to the aggrandizement 
of England-. 

MERCATOR. 



sffltjfiSSiasaassn. 



AT THE 

MUSEUM, COLLEGE-GREEN, 
TO BE SOLD B T AUCT 10 tf, 

JLN a few d'ayf, (if not previotifly difpofed of by private 
contract,) in College-Green, where they will be brought 
for the purpofe— 

A very large collection of Automata, amounting in 
the whole to above an hundred, and fome of them ex- 
tremely curious. They have been for the raoft part 
lately purchafed by a Noble Lord, who has travelled in 
the Ead and other parts of the world; but there are a 



few which from having been purchafed up by a youri* 
Nobleman of but fmall judgment in fuch matters will 
therefore be fold cheap. The reafon of their being 
thus expofed to open fale,.is, that their prefent proprie- 
tors will foon be under the neceflity of retiring from this 
country, and not being able to remove them to another 
kingdom as they intended, they do not wt(h to be any 
longer incumbered with them. A fmall number are fo 
ingeniously contrived as to utter any fpceches that may be 
prepared for them by their purchafcrs : In (hort, they 
want nothing but trie fpirit of real men to be accounted 
as fuch. Among thofe which will be fold cheap are the 
following : 

Two drange attempts at Alexander the Great :■ — 
The firft apparently as dull as a modern alderman, and 
evidently would feem to be no very able leader even of 
a Prsetorian band, much lefs the Macedonian phalanx. 
The other jult fit to ltop beer barrels. 

An anticnt, bald, withered, faplefs, figure, exhibiting 
a mod laughable mixture of foppery and old age, adorned 
with a large filver ftar mod obtrufively hidden : This 
article having been very frequently on fale is well known 
to the public. 

A mod ridiculous piece of mechanifm, dreffed In a 
hewfuil of regimentals : From the hopelefs ftupidity of 
its countenance, and fluggidi clumfinefs of its frame, 
one mould imagine it was made by a journeyman, it 
" imitates humanity fo abominably"— yet it can be eafi- 
ly moved, but it is obfervable that all attempts to incline 
it to the right fide have failed, while with the fmalleft 
purchafc you can readily warp it to the finider. 

A large figure^ once edeemed valuable,- but having 
been lately difcovered to be internally unfound, and be- 
ing thought likely to grow woffe daily, it will be fold for 
whatever it may bring : It has lately, as a matter of con- 
venience, been furnifhed with a new cafe, but as neither 
the figure or cafe feem to be at all adapted to each other, 
its being duck into it has injured it greatly. With fc- 
veral others too numerous to particularize here; 
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• JL HE manager of the Royal Circus, Foder-Place, 
thinks it necefiary to inform the public, that . notwith- 
danding the celebrated piece of the UNION, was 
obliged to be withdrawn on the fird night of perfor- 
mance, owing to the impoffibility of collecting a fuffi- 
cicnt number of actors at that time, and he has been em- 
ployed during the prefent recefs in making every pofliblc 
effort to bring it forward in fuch a dile as mud' enfure 
fucctfs. He affiires them that no object of falary to the 
performers (hall deter him from engaging the mod crriii- 
nent of their profeflion. He has had a number of agents 
in' this and the fitter country to "endeavour to obtaiij 



